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Cystic lymphangioma
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A 41 years- old male patient was admitted for dyspnea, fatigue feeling and 
persistent cough. Chest X-ray showed an homogeneous right paratracheal opaci-
fication. Chest CT confirmed the presence of a large cystic lesion 10×10×7,5cm 
extending from the level of the output of the right subclavian artery to the the main 
carina level. The patient underwent fiberoptic bronchoscopy, which revealed no 
endobronchial lesions. Then the patient underwent surgical excision of the lesion. 
Pathology report showed a cystic lymphangioma.

Cystic lymphangioma is a rare, benign and usually congenital neoplasm of lym-
phatic tissue. The unusual location in the mediastinum (1%) may be asymptomatic or 
present as respiratory impairment, superior vena cava syndrome, pneumonia, chylo-

thorax or chylopericardium. The presumed 
diagnosis is based on chest imaging and 
confirmed by the histopathological exami-
nation. The differential diagnosis should 
include lymphoma (namely Castleman’s), 
thymic cyst, pericardial cyst, cystic tera-
toma, cystic thymoma and aneurysm of 
the brachiocephalic trunk. Complete surgi-
cal resection is the treatment of choice. In 
these cases, prognosis is good with rare 
local recurrence. 
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Images: Right paratracheal mass lesion 
10x10x7,5cm with low- attenuation.




